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QUESTIONS/OBSERVATIONS TO ASK POTENTIAL ADOPTERS 
THESE ARE GREAT THINGS TO ASK IN AN INITIAL PHONE 

CONVERSATION BEFORE YOU SCHEDULE A MEET WITH YOUR PET 
P.S.: TAKE NOTES, IT’S EASY TO GET EVERYONE MIXED UP 

 

1) Name:  

2) Occupation:  to make sure they are employed, or have a way to provide 

for your pet 

 

3) Are their Children In the Home? If yes, ages?  What experiences do they 

have with pets? 

 

 

 

4) Anyone else living in the home? 

 

5) Home phone:   

 

6) Mobile phone:   

 

7) E-mail address: (valid email is required) 

 

8) Age Range: will they be able to provide the activity your pet needs? 

 

9) Do you have any physical limitations or health issues that would keep you 

from exercising the dog?  

 

 

10)  Do you rent or own your residence? __Rent    __Own 
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11) Type of dwelling: __ House __Condo __Apartment __Mobile 

Home__Motor Home   

 

 

12) How long have you resided at this location? 

 

13) If renting, do you have landlord’s permission to have a dog? If renting, ask 

for contact info for landlord.  Call the landlord and ask if they have 

permission for a pet  

Landlord’s name and phone number for verification:  

 

 

14) Is there a size/weight limitation on the type of dog you can have? Be sure 

to check this with the landlord. 

 

 

15) Primary reason for wanting a dog (check as many as apply):  _companion 

_for kids _ for other pet _watchdog for home _ watchdog for business _as 

a gift for friend or family 

 

 

16) Does anyone in your household have allergies? __No __Yes If yes, 

describe:   

 

17) Do you have any pets now? How many?  What Kind? Ages? Altered? 

Dogs _____ Cats _____ Other  

 

18)  How long have you owned your current pets?   

 

 

19) Where did you get your current pets?   
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20) Do your animals have any physical issues?   

 

21) Do your animals have any behavioral issues?   

 

22)  Do your animals get along with (other) dogs?   

 

23)  Have you ever had multiple dogs in your home? ___Yes ___No 

If yes, how do you feed them?  _next to each other _free feed throughout day 

(food always available) _in same room but away from each other _separate 

rooms 

 

24) Do you have toys and/or bones around? ___Yes ___No 

 

25) Are your pets spayed/neutered? ___Yes ___No 

 

26) Have you ever allowed an animal to breed or have puppies/kittens? 

___Yes ___No 

 

27) Have you ever had to surrender an animal to a shelter or rescue group? 

___Yes ___No  If yes what circumstances?  

   

28) Is there anybody home during the day? __No __ Yes If Yes, who?  

  

29) How many hours a day will the dog be inside?  

 

 

30) How many hours a day will the dog be outside?  

  

31) About how many hours will the dog be left alone?   
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32) Where will the dog stay when he/she is home alone? (please be as 

specific as possible; i.e. run of the house, a specific room, a crate, etc.)   

 

33) Where will the dog sleep at night? Doghouse, garage, kitchen, living room, 

master bedroom, spare room, bathroom, laundry room, run of the house, 

other? 

   

34) What rooms if any are off limits to the dog?   

 

35) What outside areas are available to the dog? (Select all that apply) 

 _Garage _Fenced Yard  _ Enclosed Patio _ Doghouse _Unfenced 

area 

 

36) Do you have a doggie door? ___Yes ___No 

 

37) Type of fencing? (Chain link, wood, block wall, etc.)  Height of fence?  

 

38) Have you recently inspected my fences and they are good condition: 

___Yes ___No 

 

39) The fence is intact on all sides and is at least 6 feet from the ground level 

in all areas: ___Yes ___No 

 

40) Are there gates?  ___Yes ___No How many gates?  How high are the 

gates? 

   

41) Is there any type of lock on the gate(s)?  ___Yes ___No  Type of lock: 

(padlock, key, latch, etc.) ?  If no locks, would you be willing to install them 

prior to placement should this application be accepted?  ___Yes 

___No 
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42)  Do you have a swimming pool?  ___Yes ___No 

 

43) If yes, is swimming pool surrounded by a gate?  ___Yes ___No 

 

44) Who has access to your yard? (Select all that apply)  _ Family _Pool Man 

_Gardener _ Utility Company _Neighbor  If other, please explain:   

 

45)  Preferred level of exercise with dog (select all that apply): _ couch potato 

_ daily short walks (under 45 mins a day)_ daily long walks (over 45 mins 

a day) _daily rigorous exercise/runs/hikes _ dog parks  

 

46)  How would you socialize your dog? (select all that apply):  _dog parks 

_dog walks with other dogs _ dog play dates _ play with other dogs at 

home  

 

47)  When you go on vacation, who will care for the dog? (friend, kennel, dog-

sitter, etc.)   

 

48)  Are you moving or traveling in the next 12 months? __No __Yes  

If yes, please explain:   

 

49) What type of food will you feed the dog?  Brand________________ Type 

(dry, kibble, raw) ___________ 

 

50) How many times a day will you feed the dog? 

 

51) Do you have a regular vet?  ___Yes ___No  Name and Telephone # 

of vet:   

 

52) Who will groom and bathe your dog?    
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53) How would you rate your level of dog owning experience? _first time 

owner _intermediate _advanced  

 

54) How would you train this dog? _obedience class _hit with newspaper _ 

firm commands _ clicker /hand signals  _electronic collar If other, 

please explain:   

 

55) How would you discipline your dog, if at all, if he or she misbehaved?  

 

  

56) What, if any, behavioral issues have you dealt with in the past? (check all 

that apply)  _dog to dog aggression _dog to human aggression  _ leash 

aggression  _ house breaking  _ separation anxiety _ escaping 

_fearfulness _protectiveness/guarding behaviors _ property 

destruction/anxiety _excessive barking _biting _ chewing 

 

57) Have you ever had any of your own dogs get into a fight?  _Yes    _No 

If yes, please explain 

   

58) Would you “Crate and Rotate” your dogs (live separated) if they did not 

get along down the line?  ___Yes ___No 

 

59) Should your dog have behavioral problems, would you bring in a trainer 

that can cost anywhere from $300 up to $1500 or more? ___Yes ___No 

 

60) Would you be willing to sign your new dog up for obedience classes at 

your own expense?  _Yes  _ No 

 

61)  How do you normally walk your dog? _On leash _off leash   

When on leash do you normally use: _prong collar _choke collar _electronic 

collar _ regular collar _ harness _gentle leader _muzzle  
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62) Would your dog have a collar on at all times? ___Yes ___No 

Would you allow your dog to wear a permanent I.D. tag? ___Yes ___No 

 

   63) If your dog escaped from your home, what steps would you take to find 

him/her?   

 

63) Are you willing to live with hair on the furniture, stains on your rugs, a 

warm body on your bed, and an animal that might be destructive at times? 

___Yes ___No 

 

64) Pets are an investment of your time and money. Can you afford to provide 

medical care, grooming, proper diet, shelter, and exercise for your new 

pet? ___Yes ___No 

 

65)  Are you able to make a long-term commitment to care for your pet for its 

entire life span, which could be as much as 10 to 20 years? ___Yes 

___No 

 

66)  What would happen to your pets if you moved locally? Out of state?   

Out of the country?   

 

67) Which of the following reasons might prompt you to give up your dog? 

(Select all that apply) _ biting humans _biting/attacking other pets 

_excessive barking _moving _ loss of job _ divorce _baby _ indoor 

accidents _ destructive chewing _destructive digging _shedding 

_expensive vet bills/dog is ill _dog is a senior _allergies _new 

spouse/partner or roommate does not like dog _ fighting with other pets 

 

68) If your present relationship was to change (divorce, breakup) or there was 

a death in the family, with whom will the dog go to?   
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69) Have you ever had to euthanize / put a dog to sleep for anything other 

than untreatable medical or old age? ___Yes ___No If Yes, why?  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


